








Biographies

Concept, set design, co-direction  
Ralf Richardt Strøbech (1973- )
Ralf Richardt Strøbech is educated at the 
Royal Danish Academy of Architecture, 
as well as in music and film studies at 
Copenhagen University. He has worked with 
Hotel Pro Forma since 2004, developing such 
performances as RELIEF (2008), THE SAND 
CHILD (2007) and THE ALGEBRA OF PLACE 
(2006). He teaches at the Danish National 
Theatre School in Copenhagen and works as an 
architect for various companies in international 
competitions. From these platforms he works 
at investigating the cultural mechanisms of his 
surroundings and to express them in the field 
between architecture, music and image. He 
has been artistic director of Hotel Pro Forma 
since 2006.

Co-direction Kirsten Dehlholm (1945-)
With a background in the visual arts, Kirsten 
Dehlholm has worked with performance art for 
over 30 years. She began with Billedstofteater 
(Theatre of Images) from 1977 to 1985, and 
she founded Hotel Pro Forma in 1985.  She 
has directed well over 100 performances 
ranging from site-specific performances for 
museums, city halls and other architecturally 
significant buildings, to performances for 
prestigious venues around the world, including 
the Venice Biennale, Berliner Festspiele and 
Brooklyn Academy of Music. Some of her 
most well-known performances are the visual 
opera OPERATION : ORFEO (1993/2007), 
a collaboration with Dumb Type entitled 
MONKEY BUSINESS CLASS (1996) and 
the musical piece I ONLY APPEAR TO BE 
DEAD (2005) on Hans Christian Andersen.   

Music The Knife 
The Knife was founded in 1999 by the siblings 
Olof Dreijer (1981-) and Karin Dreijer Andersson 
(1975-). They are known for their lack of artistic 
compromise in breaking conventions within 
electronic and popular music. Their four CDs 
The Knife (2001), Hannah with H soundtrack 
(2003), Deep Cuts (2004) and Silent Shouts 
(2006) brought them wide recognition, and 
the group won six Swedish grammies in 
2006, including Artist of the Year, which they 
also won in 2003. Their first and only live tour 
Silent Shout in 2006 displayed a unique way 
of performing music in an experimental artistic 
context. The Knife is know for creating its music 
from the bottom up – they shape their own 
basic molecules into music, where processed 
voices are woven into the musical material. 

Light design Jesper Kongshaug (1977-)
Jesper Kongshaug is recognized as Denmark’s 
most radical and innovative light designer. Being 
very skilful and open-minded he is able to work 
with the most established theatres as well as 
the most experimental theatre companies 
like Hotel Pro Forma. Besides theatre light 
he creates light for buildings and architectural 
projects. He is the winner of the Nordic Light 
Award 2008 for his work on the Royal Danish 
Playhouse. His productions with Hotel Pro 
Forma have among others included RELIEF 
(2008), OPERATION : ORFEO (2007, 1993) and 
I ONLY APPEAR TO BE DEAD (2004).


